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perverted. The Italian tribes had hardly any contemporary
records of historical incidents. The art of writing was late in
reaching them, and was but little used to perpetuate the
memory of events. There was one race, resident in Italy,
which might have created an earlier historical tradition ; but
these were the Etruscans, who spoke and wrote a language
which was unintelligible to most Italians and even to the
learned men of Rome. Nor, indeed, is it probable that
Etruscan tradition went back far or deserved much credit;
for very few of the Etruscan texts preserved on stone are
older than the fourth century b. c.
Such being the conditions, it is not surprising that his-
torians were puzzled, when at the end of the third century
they began to collect facts about the primitive history of
Rome and Italy. Following such rules of historical research
as were then known, they found hardly anything either in
Greek literature or in local tradition to help them in giving
a truthful narrative of events that had befallen the native
Italians before the fourth century. The case was better in
regard to the fourth and third centuries, when there were
both in Italy and Greece persons who took an interest in
Italian history and recorded contemporary events concerning
Rome and the Italian tribes. Prominent among these persons
were the Romans themselves. For the earlier period they
had to rely upon the following sources: (i) casual allusions
in the Greek historians of south Italy ; (2) conjectures by
these same writers about the past of Italy, about which they
knew little, and which they tried to connect with the legendary
pa*st of Greece ; (3) lists of the Roman magistrates; but these
were incomplete and inexact, at least until 320 b. c., when
the college of pontifices began to Bring together, in connexion
with the framing of a calendar, lists of the consuls, and to add
thereto notices of important events—this record being known
as the ' chronicle of the pontiffs' ; (4) oral tradition, pre-
served in songs sung at the tables of some ancient Roman
families, or associated with the most ancient monuments
existing in the city ; (5) survivals of antiquity in certain civil
and religious institutions; (6) some scraps of information
derived from the historical literature of the Etruscans.
On such foundations no connected history of Rome and
Italy from ancient times could possibly be constructed. But
meanwhile the national pride of Rome, and the part she was
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